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Among the many goth clothing businesses on the web, several stand out. One
of the best classic sites, formerly known as Atrocities, now goes under the name
of the designer, Kambriel, creator of “Designs for Femmes Fatales & Decadent
Gentlemen.” After the relatively aggressive punk scene, she was drawnto the
“nocturnal dream-world” of the emerging goth scene. Over time, however, the
“poetic,” “long and flowing” clothes of the original goths seemed to disappear,
and “even the more underground styles” became “harsher” and “more fetishistic.”
Surrounded by formfiting pvec garments, she found herself “longing for
something softer” and “eerily beautiful.” Kambriel designed her first “Gothick™
collection in 1994. “For me, gothic 1s all about finding beauty in the shadows,”
says Kambriel. “It’s about viewing the world through a Tim Burton-esque lens,
in which dark humour meets intelligent irony.” She recalls that “When I was very
young, I strongly wished to live in another tme since I felt so out of place in the
current world.” However, she gradually realized that she wanted to romanticize
the past into a place of pure dreams, conjuring up images of a grand masked
ball, in which clegant ladies and gentlemen from various cultures and eras are
gathered together for an evening of enchantment and mystery.™* Kambriel's work
exemplifies the romantic goth aesthetic, which is characterized by soft, fluid fabrics
and historically inspired styles. By contrast, Plastik Wrap 1s a cyber-goth fashion
company. The designers, Adriana Fulop and Ryan Webb, create body-conscious
futuristic fashion with brightly.colored accents, which is inspired by contemporary
music.

The Gothic Lolita style in Japan is another phenomenon entirely. American
and European goths are quick to point out that Japanese Gothic Lolitas “do not
listen to our music” and are not goths, at least in the sense that this is usually
understood (although there is a separate, small goth subculture in Japan). Lolitas
agree that they are not goths; they usually listen to visual-kes, a pop rock style in
which the musicians wear elaborate costumes. The three black-clad members of
the band Moi dix Mois, for example, have been described as “looking like a cross
between The Cure, Kiss, and The Sisters of Mercy.”™” The leader of the group,
Mana, was formerly the gumarist in the seminal visual-kei band Malice Mizer,
which was founded in 1992. Mana is often given credir for starting the Elegant
Gothic Lolita style and its corollary the Elegant Gothic Aristocrat style in 1999,
when he established a fashion brand Moi-méme-Moité. Japanese popular culture
has long been known for its inventive styles, and there already existed a Lolita
style, but as Mana told the British anthropologist Philomena Keet, “I added a dark
clement to the cuteness of Lolita.”* If the original Lolita style was characterized
by girlish frills and Alice-in-Wonderland puffy skirts, Mana added gothic motifs,
such as crosses, and, of course, black.

A typical Elegant Gothic Lolita look might feature a black Victonianstyle
drcss, usuaﬂ}' knc:;lcnﬁth, ruffed and worn with a Cr:in{ﬂint:. tog:th:r with myriad
accessories, such as a parasol, bonnet, and Mary-Jane-style platform shoes. The
Elegant Gothic Aristocrat might wear a black Victorian-style coar and top hat, as
well as black nail polish and jewelry. Whereas western goths are very much into
a D1y aesthetic, the Japanese seem to be highly focused on brands. In addition to
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